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CHILDREN’S SERVICES.
Children in
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Entertainment.
This includes:
●
Children who perform;
●
Children modelling;
●
Children in paid sporting activities.
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General notes for guidance only

Performances by children are governed by the Children and Young Persons Acts 1933
& 1963, Children (Performances) Regulations 1968, as amended by the 2014
Regulations and Children (Protection at
Work) Regulations 1998.   
These Acts and Regulations should be consulted for more detailed knowledge.
Who is the Licensing Authority?
Normally the Local Authority (LA) where the child lives; (except LA where school is if child at Boarding school, and   LA where the licence applicant lives/has business premises if the child lives outside Great Britain).
Who makes the decision as to whether a licence is required? 
For all productions, applications must   be made to the Local Authority. Only the Local Authority can decide if a licence is required.
Who applies for the licence? 
Person responsible for the production.
  When must the licence application be made?    At least 14 -28 days before the first date of the performance.
Who is the licence holder? 
The person who signs the licence application, who is also responsible for observing any conditions attached.

What information has to be given about the number of days for which a licence is requested? 
1.   Actual dates child is to perform OR
2.   If an ‘open licence’ is sought then the total number of dates over a six month period.
This applies to either individual licences or block licences.
Do rehearsals affect licences? 
Rehearsals do not count towards the total number 
of 
days
permitted 
but 
see paragraph 1.
What must the licence show?
· The child’s name (plus stage name if appropriate).
· Date(s), place   and nature of performance(s).
Who has copies of the licence? 
· Licence   holder   has   the   original   with photo attached.
· Licensing Authority has a copy with photo attached.
Copies
may 
also 
be 
sent 
to: 
School, Parent(s), Chaperone, Tutor, and Education Welfare Service where the child lives (or goes to school or is to perform) if different to the Licensing Authority.
What are the requirements?
1.   Absence from School.
Permission for a child to be absent from school can only be given for a licensed performance. Schools cannot give [image: image6.png]


permission for a child to be absent to attend auditions or rehearsals except for rehearsals during period of the licence.
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Children in Entertainment
2.   Children’s ages
a. 
A child   aged 13 or over   may   be     licensed for any type of performance.
b. A   child   under    13   may   only   be licensed if:

i. the licence is for acting OR
ii. the licence is for an entertainment which comprises of only ballet  or opera OR
iii. the child’s part  is mainly  musical or
     the performance is mainly musical
     or ballet/opera.
Applications under (i) or (ii) must have declaration that the part cannot be taken by an older person.
3.   Number of days a child can perform
      The Children (Performances) Amendment Regulations 2014 removed restrictions in relation to the number of days that young people can perform.  However the health and safety of young   people will be considered before issuing licences.
4.   Daily restrictions – general
· One performance/rehearsal only on any day a child attends school for a full day,
· An interval of 1½ hours between two performances/rehearsals in the same day (may be reduced to 45 minutes

on two days in a week  providing  the child is not  at  the  place of performance for more than six hours)
· Child 
must 
not 

perform 
for
the maximum number of days in a week for more than eight 
consecutive weeks without an interval of two weeks.
5.   Daily restrictions - stage performances
· Child not at place of performance for

more than six days in any week,
·    Earliest and latest times:
            13 and over - 10am to 10.30pm*
Under 13 - 10am to 10pm*

*
Or half an hour after last appearance, whichever is the earlier.
The latest  time  may  be  extended if child has  to be on stage, to 11pm  on not more than  eight  evenings in four  consecutive weeks, and  not more than  three  evenings in any one  week.
An  interval   of  14  hours   must   elapse between  a  child  leaving  and  arriving  at the theatre (unless for private  tuition).
Length of performance must not exceed
3½   hours   and   child’s   part   must   not exceed 2½ hours.
6.   Daily restrictions - films/television/
Broadcast performances
A child   must   not   be   at   the   place of performance/rehearsal for more than five days in any one week. 

Children in Entertainment
(A child may take part only in performances of the same nature child in the same performance).
· Aged 13 and over
Must not be present for more than eight hours at the place of performance.
Times permitted:
· 9am to 7pm
· 8.30am if child left place of performance at 6.30pm on the previous day.
Any continuous period of performance limited to one hour.
Total period of performance limited to3½ hours.
A
child 
present 
at 
the 
place 
of performance for  more  than  four  hours must have  a minimum  of two intervals  - one   hour   for  a  meal   and   15  minutes for rest.
A child present as above for more than 8 hours must   have   a minimum   of three intervals - two of 1 hour for meals, and 15 minutes for rest.
Meal   breaks may   be   reduced to 30 minutes   if   performances are   outdoors and maximum hours are not exceeded.
The  7pm  time  may  be  extended by  30 minutes provided that the  total hours are not exceeded, the child will not suffer and  reason  for   extension   is   outside  the control  of the licence holder.
· 
Aged over 5 and under 13
Must not be present for more than 7½
hours at the place of performance.
Times permitted:
9am to 4.30pm (5pm if aged 10 or over)
Any continuous period of performance limited to 45 minutes.
Total 
performance 
period 
limited 
to
3 hours.
· Aged under 5
Must not be present for more than
5 hours.
Times permitted: 9.30am to 4.30pm
Any continuous period of performance limited to 30 minutes.
Total 
performance 
period 
limited 
to
2 hours.
7.   Night Work - Films/Television and
Broadcast
Where  the  licensing authority  is satisfied that  it is absolutely essential a child may take  part  in a performance after midnight  and  before the permitted starting  time.
The hours after midnight are counted as part of the previous days performing time.
There must be an interval of at least 16 hours before further work.  If  night  work takes place  on  two  consecutive nights  there  must  be a seven day interval before further night work.

Children in Entertainment
8.   Dangerous performance (e.g. some circus acts)
No person under 12 shall be trained to take part in performances of   a dangerous nature. Children over 12 may be trained under a licence issued by the Licensing Authority.
9.   Education/Well-being
The Licensing authority  must  be  satisfied that  the  child’s  education will not  suffer; that his/ her health  will not suffer; that the place of performance rehearsal  is satisfactory* and that the  conditions of the  licence 
will be observed. The Licensing authority   is   empowered to revoke a licence.
It is the   responsibility of the   licence applicant to indicate what arrangements have 
been
made 
for
the 
child’s education.  These should be agreed with the head of the child’s school before the application is made.  It is then for the licensing authority to decide   whether these arrangements are satisfactory.
Private tuition is considered essential for long   engagements,   especially those involving groups of children, e.g.   Long- running musicals, T.V. series.
A private tutor has to be approved by the licensing authority   and   may   teach   a maximum group of six children, except when   they   are   of a   similar   age   and standard when the maximum may be 12.

A combination of private   tuition   and ordinary school attendance during   the currency of a licence is not considered to be
satisfactory
Education. 
* Include satisfactory arrangements for meals, rest, recreation and changing (separate facilities for boys and girls over five).

10. Medical Examinations
(i) Responsibility of   the licensing authority
Required 
for
films, 
television 
and broadcasting, stage performances which exceed a week and  where  the maximum number of days  are  worked;  and  open licences for more  than  six  days  in a six month 
period.
  New
 engagement(s) within six months need not be subject to further medical examination(s) for issue of licences.
(ii) Responsibility 
of 
the 
licence holder
Required when  the  licence exceeds four weeks  and  the  child  is performing each week, he/she is to be medically  examined (one   month  for  an  open  licence); and  within  seven days
of  the final performance of a long engagement.
(iii) Responsibility of parents
Applications under paragraph 13 do not need a medical examination but   do require a signed declaration by   the parent stating that the child is well enough for the purpose of the licence.


Children in Entertainment
11. Supervision - Chaperones
The   licence   holder   is responsible for ensuring that a child is supervised at all times and under the charge of a Chaperone approved by the   licensing authority (except when in the charge of a parent/guardian or tutor).
The number of children in a Chaperone’s charge can vary according to the ages of the children or if they are living away from home, but the maximum is 12.  A tutor may   also   be   approved   to act as a Chaperone but the number of children must not exceed three.
12. Children working abroad   (outside UK /Irish Republic)
Children   and   young   people under 18 must   be   licensed to   perform   abroad. Children under 14 are restricted to the nature 
of
performances 
usually applicable to children under 13.
Licences 
are 
granted 
by 
the 
Chief Magistrate at Bow Street, London, WC2. At least seven days prior to applying for a license the applicant must give notice to the   Chief   Constable for the   district   in which the child or young person lives.
The 
licensing 
authority 
must 

be consulted with regard to the number of days
 the
child 

will
perform 
and educational arrangements proposed if the   period    for   which   the   licence    is required involves absence from school.

13. Children working as either models (paid) or taking part in paid sporting activities
Modelling   (still photography, fashion shows, etc.) and sport (paid) is subject to the
laws 
governing   children in entertainment. No child may work without a permit issued by the Local Authority.  In Torbay this is done by Children’s Services.
Children working under this section are not confined to how many days they can perform.  A licence granted will be   for participation in either specified dates or for a specified number of days within a 6 month period.
14. Publications
The Children and Young Persons Act 1933;
The Children and Young Persons Act 1963;
The   Children (Performances and Activities) {England} Regulations 2014 and related statutory provisions;
Children (Protection at Work) Regulations 1998. 
For additional information please contact:
Licensing & Permits Officer/B.S. CIAT,

Children’s Services,
Torbay Council,
Second Floor, 

Electric House,
Castle Circus, Torquay, DEVON.
TQ1 3DR     
Tel: 01803 207588 
E-mail: Licensing.permits@torbay.gov.uk
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